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&> Read and learn
» Listen and read about relief and its representation.

The surface of the Earth's crust presents irregularities that are called
relief. The representation of the Earth’s relief is achieved by means of

topographic maps.

EX1 Topographic maps

The main elements of a topographic map are: orientation, scale, and
contour lines.

M Orientation

Topographic maps generally have a symbol called the compass rose,
which indicates the cardinal points. When this symbol does not appear,
it is understood that North is at the top, East to the right, and so on.

W Scale

This indicates the relationship between the size of the map and the real size
of the surface it represents. It is expressed as a fraction, for example a scale
of 1:25,000 indicates that 1 cm on the map is equivalent to 25,000 cm of
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