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] water on the surface of the Earth [ Jin different forms:
non-permanent streams and permanent streams and rivers.

EX1 Non-permanent streams

" Non-permanent streams without a ﬂxed|:]
Some waters, resulting from rain or melting ice, run down ithouta
fixed channel. The resulting relief, called : has trenchesand gullies.

" Non-permanent streams with a fixed channel
Torrents are and irregular streams of water which run down a
bnounlainsidcs during

fixed chai are usually found on
periods of or melting ice. There are usually three sections: the
basin, and alluvial fan (see diagram for details).

E¥1 Permanent streams and rivers
Permanent streams (small____] bodies of water) and rivers (large

flowing bodies of water) are ous currents of water which run
along a fixed channel in a are formed by melting ice,
rainwater or springs and have three pper course, middle
course and lower course.

W Upper course

The upper course is the part of the river closest to its I It usually

runs down a steep slope and the wate: There is a lot of

erosion and little sedimentation. Because of this the river valley is often
nd “V” shaped, with frequent rapids and_____}. Gorges

and canyons are features of the upper course.

WMiddle course

In the middle course is much shallower. The water flows more

heavier materials are deposited but erosion and the transportation
of Tighter materials continues. f the middle course are:

* “V” shaped river valleys but much than in the upper course
because the sides are and the bottom is flat. The deposited
sediment creates floodplains.

* Fluvial terraces which are thel____Jof old floodplains when the
river flowed ata[___Jlevation.

* Meanders which are large bends in the river on —/
W Lower course

This is tage of the river. The slope is minimal, the water flows

slowl, and the river valley is very wide with large
Materials are deposited as sediment. In the 'i\'ﬂ]:‘_‘!

the accumulation of sediment forms deltas. If the deltas are Washet

away an estuary is:|
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Running water on the surface of the Earth appears in different forms:
non-permanent streams and permanent streams and rivers.

Some waters, resulting from rain or melting ice, run down slopes without a

fixed channel. The resulting relief, called badlands, has trenches and gullies.

“ Non-permanent streams with a fixed channel

Torrents are short and irregular streams of water which run down a
fixed channel. They are usually found on steep mountainsides during
periods of heavy rain or melting ice. There are usually three sections: the
basin, channel and alluvial fan (see diagram for details).

Permanent streams and rivers

Permanent streams (small flowing bodies of water) and rivers (large
flowing bodies of water) are continuous currents of water which run
along a fixed channel in a valley. They are formed by melting ice,
rainwater or springs and have three stages: upper course, middle
course and lower course.

“ Upper course

The upper course is the part of the river closest to its source. It usually
runs down a steep slope and the water flows quickly. There is a lot of
erosion and little sedimentation. Because of this the river valley is often
narrow and “V” shaped, with frequent rapids and waterfalls. Gorges
and canyons are features of the upper course.

“Middle course
In the middle course the slope is much shallower. The water flows more
slowly: heavier materials are deposited but erosion and the transportation
of lighter materials continues. Features of the middle course are:

* “V” shaped river valleys but much wider than in the upper course
because the sides are eroded and the bottom is flat. The deposited
sediment creates floodplains.

* Fluvial terraces which are the remains of old floodplains when the
river flowed at a higher elevation.

* Meanders which are large bends in the river on flat terrain.

“Lower course
This is the last stage of the river. The slope is minimal, the water flows
slowly and meanders and the river valley is very wide with large
floodplains. Materials are deposited as sediment. In the river mouth,
the accumulation of sediment forms deltas. If the deltas are washed
away an estuary is formed.





