1.THE SOLAR SYSTEM: INTRODUCTION. 
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Our Solar System has a star, eight planets, dwarf planets, moons, asteroids and comets. We call our star the Sun and it includes 99% of all the mass in the Solar System. The Sun heats and lights our world and allows life on Earth. It is a luminous object; planets and moons are non-luminous objects but we can see them because of the light they reflect. The Sun is just a simple star inside the Milky Way, our galaxy. Galaxies are made up of thousands of stars. 

The planets orbit the Sun and the Earth is one of the planets. Moons are large natural satellites that orbit a planet; we have just one moon but some planets have several moons. 

Asteroids are smaller rocky bodies orbiting the Sun. They vary in size from several meters to about 1000 km. Many asteroids are between Mars and Jupiter and form the asteroid belt. Comets are made of ice and rocks and they orbit the Sun too, but they have a very elliptical orbit; showing a long tail when they are near the Sun.

	1. ¿Por qué decimos que el Sol es una estrella si es tan diferente de ellas?

2. ¿Adónde se van las estrellas durante el día?

3. ¿Qué diferencia hay entre planeta y satélite?

4. Nombra ordenadamente los planetas del Sistema Solar.

5. ¿Qué diferencia hay entre asteroide y meteorito?

6. ¿Dónde están la mayoría de los asteroides?

7. ¿Qué son las estrellas fugaces? ¿Cómo puede una estrella moverse tan rápido?
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Hay un cuerpo celeste llamado Halley que vemos periódicamente cada 76 años. ¿De qué crees que se trata?

9. Completa estas frases en inglés:

a. The .......... is a luminous body.

b. A moon is a natural ..........

c. Mercury is the first planet in the Solar System.

d. Venus is the ...............

e. Jupiter is the ...............

f. ............... is the fourth planet in the Solar System.

g. ............... is the seventh planet the Solar System.

h. Venus is between ............... and Earth.

i. Mars is between ..................................

j. ............................................ Saturn and Neptune




