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CLASE CON LA ASISTENTE LINGÜÍSTICA. 

 
- Proyectar con el cañón fotos de los planetas y describirlos ella en inglés. 
- Lanzar preguntas a ellos o usar la fotocopia The Planets and Moons of our 

Solar System 

The Planets and Moons of Our Solar System 

This activity can be used in conjunction with the StarChild Solar System Level 1 
information. This activity can engage your students not only in learning about the solar 
system, but in practicing important language arts skills. Besides being a good skill 
builder for learners with limited reading skills, the students will also practice their 
understanding of concepts and words such as first, second, third, etc.; closest, farthest; 
more than, less than. Basic math skills such as counting and ordering are also involved. 

1. This planet has one more moon than Earth. The planet is called 
________________. It has ________moons.  

2. This planet has the most moons. The planet is called ____________________. It 
has ______ moons.  

3. This planet is closest to the Sun. The planet is called _________________. It has 
_________ moons.  

4. This planet has the second most moons. The planet is called ______________. It 
has _________ moons.  

5. This planet is third from the Sun. The planet is called _______________. It has 
_________moon.  

6. This planet is the farthest planet from the Sun. The planet is called 
_____________. It has ___________ moons.  

7. This planet has the same number of moons as Mercury has. The planet is called 
_____________. It has ____________moons.  

8. This is the closest to Neptune. The planet is called __________________. It has 
___________ moons. 

- Se puede trabajar la descripción de cada planeta (tamaño, color), su posición 
dentro del sistema solar y se plantean comparaciones entre ellos. Para casa se 
puede proponer la elaboración de un cuadro comparativo como el siguiente: 

 
Planet Inner or 

outer 
Between ... and 

.... 
Size Rocky or 

gaseous 
Colour Other features 
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TALKING ABOUT SOLAR SYSTEM. 

You show a picture of the eight planets of the Solar System and you can say their 
names, starting on the nearest one to the Sun (Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, 
Saturn, Uranus, Neptune and Pluto). Maybe somebody can ask about Pluto but today 
Pluto is considered a swarf planet. The students can repeat the pronunciation of the 
names.  

We can talk about their position and review ordinal numbers: 

• Which planet is the first? (Mercury)  

• Which planet occupies the second position? (Venus)  

• And the fifth planet? (Jupiter)  

• And the eighth planet? (Neptune)  

• Which planet is the fourth?  

• Which planet….  

• Which position does Neptune occupy?  

• Which position…  

We can also compare their position (using comparatives and superlative): 

• Which is the farthest planet to the Sun? (Neptune)  

• Which one is the nearest to the Sun? (Mercury)  

• Which planets are near to the Earth? (Venus and Mars)  

• Which four planets are the inner planets? (Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars)  

• Which four planets are the outer planets? (Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, 
Pluto)  

• ….  

Then we can talk about the size of the planets? 

• Which is the largest planet? (Jupiter)  

• Which is smallest one? (Pluto)  

• What size is Mars? (Small) And the Earth? (Small) And Saturn? (Big)  
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• Which planets are bigger, outer planets or inner planets? (The outer planets are 
giant)  

After that we can talk about the colour and the appearance of the planet. 

• Which planet is red? (Mars)  

• Which planets are bluish coloured? (Uranus and Neptune. The Earh is blue 
because of the oceans)  

• Which planet has rings around it? (Jupiter)  

• Which planet displays bands of colours? (Jupiter)  

• What colour is Mars? (Red)  

• How can you recognise Jupiter? (Colour bands) And Saturn? (Rings)  

• Describe Uranus: location, size and colour.  

• Describe Mercury: location, size and colour.  
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2ª CLASE: 
Read the definitions, then label the diagram below. 

 
Definitions 

 
Sun - The Sun is a star at the center 
of our Solar System.  

Mercury  - Mercury is the planet 
closest to the Sun.  

Venus - Venus is the second planet 
from the Sun. It is the hottest planet.  

Earth  - Earth is the third planet 
from the Sun and the planet we live 
on.  

Mars - Mars is a red planet and the 
fourth planet from the Sun.  

Jupiter  - Jupiter is the fifth planet from the Sun. 
This gas giant is the largest planet.  

Saturn - Saturn is the sixth planet from the Sun. 
This gas giant has large, beautiful rings.  

Uranus - Uranus is a gas giant and is the seventh 
planet from the Sun.  

Neptune - Neptune is a gas giant and is usually the 
eighth planet from the Sun.  

Pluto - Pluto is a dwarf planet that is usually the 
farthest planet from the Sun. It is smaller than the 8 
planets.  
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Read a paragraph and answer:  
 
What is the solar system? It is our Sun and everything that travels around it. Our solar 
system is elliptical in shape. That means it is shaped like an egg. The Sun is in the 
center of the solar system. Eight planets and their moons, comets, asteroids, and other 
space objects orbit the Sun. The Sun is the biggest object in our solar system. 
Astronomers think the solar system is more than 4 billion years old. 

• What is Solar System made up?  

• How many planets are there? How do they move?  

• How old is Solar System? 

An asteroid is a bit of rock. Most of the asteroids in our solar system can be found 
orbiting the Sun between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter. This area is sometimes called 
the "asteroid belt". Think about it this way: the asteroid belt is a big highway in a circle 
around the Sun. Think about the asteroids as cars on the highway. Sometimes, the 
asteroid cars run into one another. When this happens, the asteroids may break up into 
smaller asteroids. Scientists think that most asteroids are the result of collisions between 
larger rocky bodies. The belt probably contains at least 40,000 asteroids. The largest 
asteroid found in the asteroid belt is as big as the state of Texas. It’s called Ceres. 

• What is an asteroid?  

• Where are most of asteroids in the Solar System?  

• How many asteroids are there inside the asteroids belt?  

• What is Ceres?  

 If an asteroid falls into the Earth's atmosphere, it will begin to heat up and start to glow. 
This is called a meteor. If you have ever seen a "falling star", you were actually seeing a 
meteor. Most of them burns up before reaching the surface of the Earth, but some pieces 
can hit the Earth and they are called meteorites. A meteorite can make a hole, or crater, 
in the ground when it hits it. The larger the meteorite, the bigger the hole. 

•  What is a meteorite?  

• Where are they from?  

• What is a falling star?  

• What produces a meteorite?  
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3º CLASE: THE SOLAR SYSTEM: DICTATION AND COMPETITION 

We can organize a special dictation. The students have twenty sentences with some 
gaps and they have to fill the gaps listening to the language assistant. Each sentence 
describe an object or a phenomenon and they have to guess it. 

 For example, the students get this sentence: 

 It is situated......................... and Mars. The .......... of the planet is … 

 After listening to the language asistant they can write: 
 
It is situated between Venus and Mars. The name of the planet is … 
 
And finally they can guess the right word: THE EARTH.  
 
We can organize this as a competition so the winners will be those who get the answers 
first. The winners have to read the full sentence in loud voice; in this way we practise 
three skills: listening, writing and reading. The following link shows you twenty 
sentences and their answers: dictation and competition. 
 
 
 

SOLUTIONS 

1. It is situated between Venus and Mars. The name of the planet is......(The Earth) 

2. The seasons are caused by one of the movements of the Earth. It is called... 
(revolution). 

3. When the Earth passes between the Sun and the Moon that is a.... (lunar eclipse). 

4. Its size is similar to the Earth but its atmosphere is full of clouds and so it is the 
hottest planet in the Solar System (Venus). 

5. The Moon makes one complete orbit around the Earth and it lasts..... (29,5 days 
or a month). 

6. They are big rocky bodies moving around the planets. They are called..... 
(satellites or moons). 

7. Its surface is covered in craters and it is the smallest planet in the Solar System. 
(Mercury) 

8. The change of temperature throughout the year is caused by revolution and also 
by.... (the slant of the Earth axis). 

9. It is a group formed by the Sun, the planets and other bodies. It is... (the Solar 
System).  
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10. If you can’t see the Moon because the illuminated face is on the other side, then 
it’s ... (New Moon)  

11. They orbit the Sun on a very large trajectory and they often show a tail. 
(Comets)  

12. They are rocky bodies and most of them are between Mars and Jupiter. 
(Asteroids belt)  

13. It is a body which lights and heats the Earth (Sun).  

14. It was the ninth planet but now it isn't because of its small size and its excentric 
orbit. (Pluto) 

15. It is a planet and it is situated very close to Mercury. (Venus)  

16. It’s midday and a shadow covers the Sun and it disappears. What happens? It’s 
an .... (eclipse)  

17. If you have a clear sky you can see many points of light at night. They are 
called... (stars).  

18. It is the fourth planet in the Solar System and it’s often called the red planet. 
(Mars)  

19. It looks like a planet but it isn't. It is covered in craters and we can see it easily 
from the Earth. (Moon)  

20. You can see our natural satellite as a completely illuminated circle. That is ... 
(full moon). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3º ESO GEOGRAPHY: Guide for language assistant.                                            Elena García Marín 
 

 8 

SENTENCES TO PLAY "DICTATION AND COMPETITION".  

1. It is situated ……..………. and Mars. The …..…..of the planet is_______ 

2. The ………... are caused by one of the ……… of the Earth. It is called______ 

3. When the..….. passes between the ………. and the Moon that is a ______________ 

4. Its size is …………….. the Earth but its atmosphere is full of clouds and so it is the 
…………….. in the Solar System: _____________. 

5. The ………… makes one complete …….. the Earth and it lasts________________ 

6. They are big ……………. bodies moving around the ……….. They are 
called_____________ 

7. Its ….……is covered in craters and it is the …………….. planet in the Solar System: 
____________ 

8. The change of ……………. throughout the year is caused by …………. and also by 
__________________. 

9. It is a …………….. by the Sun, the planets ……………... It is__________.  

10. If you can’t see the ………….because the …………………… is on the other side, then 
it’s ___________________.  

11. They orbit the Sun on a ……………… trajectory and they often ………..a tail: 
___________________.  

12. They are ……………. bodies and most of them are …………………….. and Jupiter: 
_______________  

13. It is a body which ……………… and heats the ……… : ___________.  

14. It was the ………………. but now it isn't because of its small ……….and its excentric 
orbit: __________ 

15. It is a ………….. and it is situated very ………….. Mercury: ______________  

16. It’s …………. and a shadow ……………………and it disappears. What happens? It’s 
an ____________  

17. If you have a clear …………..you can see many …………. of light at ………….. They 
are called______________.  

18 It is the ………… planet in the Solar System and it’s often called the ……………..: 
_________________.  

19 It looks like a planet but……………... It is covered in craters and we can 
……………………. from the Earth: ____________ 

20 You can see our …………………………as a completely illuminated ………... That is 
______________. 
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4ª CLASE: 
 
- Usar Solar System Search, Planet –Tac Toe y Solar System Shufle (con cartas) 

 
 

Solar System Search 

This activity can be used in conjunction with the StarChild Solar System Level 1 
information. 

Objectives: 

1. Recognize names and descriptions of the planets of the solar system 

2. Practice active listening skills 

3. Follow oral directions 

Materials: 

• Solar System Search worksheet and bulletin board diagram (attached) 

• Crayons, markers, or colored pencils 

• Scissors and glue 

Procedure: 

Before distributing the worksheet, the teacher should display pictures and/or posters of 
the planets such as those found in the Solar System section of StarChild Levels 1 and 2. 
These can be used to stimulate a discussion of Earth and any other planet(s) the children 
might be familiar with. Students should be told that there are eight planets in our solar 
system and that each has its own name and special characteristics. Challenge the 
children to listen carefully to the descriptions you will give so that they will be able to 
match your description with the correct planet on the worksheet. Tell them that if they 
listen very carefully, they will be able to identify all eight planets. 

Sample Teacher Script: 

Look carefully at your paper. Find the biggest planet of all. Put your finger on that 
planet. The name of the biggest planet is Jupiter. Jupiter is a big, big ball of gas. Jupiter 
is bigger than all of the other planets put together. On Jupiter there is something called 
the giant red spot. The giant red spot is really gases that are turning very fast. Use your 
crayons to color a giant red spot on Jupiter. Jupiter has stripes of color on it. Color 
Jupiter's stripes tan, orange, and yellow. 

Count the planets that have rings around them. How many are there? (Four of the 
planets have rings.) Put your finger on the planet that has the most rings around it. The 
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name of this planet is Saturn. Saturn has many, many rings. Some of Saturn’s rings are 
very thin and some are very wide. Saturn’s rings can appear to be many different colors. 
Color Saturn yellow and color Saturn’s rings like a rainbow. 

One of the planets that has rings is lying on its side. See if you can find the planet that is 
lying on its side. Its rings look like they go from top to bottom instead of side to side. 
This planet is Uranus. Uranus is a light blue color, but its rings are dark. Color Uranus 
and its rings. 

The ringed planet that is farthest from the Sun is called Neptune. Neptune looks like a 
big blue ball. Some people say Neptune and Uranus are twins. How are they like twins? 
Color Neptune the same color as Uranus. 

Put your finger on the planet you think is the smallest. This planet's name is Mercury. 
Mercury is the closest planet to the Sun. Mercury is a fast-moving planet. Mercury 
moves around the Sun faster than any other planet. Mercury has many dents in it where 
it was hit by rocks from space. Color Mercury brown or gray. Draw a space rock about 
to hit Mercury. 

There are three planets that we haven’t talked about. One of them is our planet. Does 
anyone know the name of the planet we live on? Earth is the largest of the planets that 
do not have rings. You must look carefully to find the correct planet. Put your finger on 
the planet that is Earth. Water and land cover Earth. Did you know that most of Earth is 
covered by water? Color Earth part brown and part blue. Draw a picture of yourself 
standing on top of the Earth. 

Venus is the planet that is almost as big as Earth. Put your finger on Venus. Venus is 
hard to see because thick clouds cover it. Venus’ thick clouds hold in heat from the Sun. 
Venus is a very hot planet. Draw yellow clouds all around Venus. 

The last planet for us to color is Mars. Mars has a lot of the metal iron mixed in its dirt. 
The iron makes Mars have a red color. Many people call Mars the red planet. Mars has 
two moons. The moons are shaped like potatoes. Color Mars red. Draw Mars' two 
potato-shaped moons. 

 Extension Activity: 

Cover your entire bulletin board with paper. Draw a piece of the Sun along one side and 
arcs for the 8 planet orbits round the Sun. (See attached sheet.) Have your class work as 
a group to decide which planet belongs on which arc, i.e. what is the order of the planets 
from the Sun? Once this is decided, instruct each student to cut out the planets and paste 
them onto the correct planet orbit according to your verbal instructions. (make sure you 
orient Uranus correctly!) So if you have 20 students, you will have 20 Earths along the 
Earth arc, 20 Jupiter's along the Jupiter arc, and so on.Vocabulary such as nearest, 
farthest, before, after, next, between, etc. as well as planet names and characteristics can 
be reinforced during this lesson. The planets in order from the Sun are: Mercury, Venus, 
Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune. 

Note: This lesson may be taught over two or more days. A review of the names and 
characteristics of previously discussed planets should take place at the beginning of 
each lesson. 
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Solar System Shuffle 

Below you will find the shuffled solar system deck of cards laid out for you. You will 
also find a description of each object in the deck. Your job is to match the card with the 
correct description. At the end of each description, you will find a box. In the box, enter 
the card number which you feel best fits the description. Once you have unshuffled the 
deck, check to see how close you came to being a "Solar System Shuffle Super 
StarChild."  

Principio del formulario 
A. This dwarf planet has a moon which is almost as big as it. 

Matching card number:  

B. The dirt here is full of iron which makes this space body look red. 

Matching card number:  

C. Cold methane gas makes this planet look like a big blue-green ball in the sky. 

Matching card number:  

D. This planet moves so fast, it was named after the swift messenger of the ancient 
Greek gods. 

Matching card number:  

E. This beautiful planet is surrounded by over 1000 rings. 

Matching card number:  

F. The yellow dwarf star found in our solar system. 

Matching card number:  

G. This dirty snowball can be seen from Earth every 76 Earth years. 

Matching card number:  

H. The Great Red Spot would make this a terrible place for a vacation. 

Matching card number:  

I. The only space body in our solar system, other than Earth, where humans have 
visited. 

Matching card number:  

J. The greenhouse effect is so strong here that this is the hottest planet. 

Matching card number:  
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Planet-Tac-Toe 

This activity can be used in conjunction with the StarChild Level 1 Solar System 
information on Planets 

Objectives: 

1. Identify the planets and their relationship to the Sun 

2. Comprehend and follow verbal directions 

3. Reinforce correct usage of the comparative and superlative cases 

4. Use technology to reinforce reading comprehension skills 

Materials: 

• paper for students to draw planet-tac-toe boards 

• pencils 

• pennies, poker chips, torn pieces of colored paper, etc. to use as game markers 

Procedure: 

This activity is designed for use after students have become familiar with the names and 
characteristics of the eight planets in our solar system. Students should be directed to 
the appropriate sections of the StarChild site and instructed to read/study the 
information supplied there about each of the planets . Remind students that the "Did 
You Know?" and "The Facts" sections also contain important information. Once 
students are comfortable with their knowledge of the planets, they are ready to play 
Planet-Tac-Toe. Instruct students to draw a typical tic-tac-toe board. Each of the nine 
spaces should be filled in with the name of a different planet and the Sun. The 
arrangement of names is a student decision. The planet names can be written on the 
chalkboard for students to copy to insure correct spelling. The students will then cover 
the name of the solar system object that fits the teacher supplied description. The 
criterion for "winning" can be changed from game to game, for example, the first to 
cover three in a row vertically, horizontally or diagonally; the first to cover all planet 
names; the first to cover a plus sign. 
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Sample Teacher Clues: 

1. This planet is the largest of all. (Jupiter) 

2. This planet has more rings than all the others. (Saturn) 

3. This planet has the fastest revolution around the Sun. (Mercury) 

4. Some of the solar systems deepest valleys are found here. (Mars) 

6. Most of this planet is covered by water. (Earth) 

7. This planet is closest to Earth. (Venus) 

8. Only one planet is smaller than this one. (Mercury) 

9. No other planet is hotter than this one. (Venus) 

10. This planet has one more moon than Earth. (Mars) 

11. The energy from this body provides light to the Earth. (Sun) 

12. Only Jupiter is larger than this planet. (Saturn) 

13. This planet is the best place for humans to live. (Earth) 

14. This planet is the smallest. (Mercury) 

15. Only Pluto is ever farther from the Sun than this planet. (Neptune) 

16. This planet is more tilted than any other. (Uranus) 
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5º CLASE 
 
Última clase sobre el Sistema solar.  
 

• Fotocopia Cloze activity.  
Solar System: 
Cloze Activity 

Fill in the blanks below. 
 

Word Bank :  
asteroid 
gaseous 
Mercury 

rock 
Sun 

ecliptic 
moons 
planets 
Jupiter 
Mars 

Earth 
center 
inner 

Solar System 
Pluto 

 
Our ___________________________________ consists of the sun, eight 
____________________________ and a dwarf planet (and their moons), an 
____________________________ belt, and many comets and meteors. The Sun is the 
____________________________ of our Solar System. The planets, their moons, the 
asteroids, comets, meteoroids and other rocks and gas all orbit the 
____________________________.  

The planets that orbit the sun are (in order from the Sun): 
____________________________, Venus, Earth, Mars, 
____________________________ (the biggest planet in our Solar System), Saturn 
(with large, orbiting rings), Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto (a dwarf planet). A belt of 
asteroids (many minor planets made of rock and metal) orbits between 
____________________________ and Jupiter. These objects all orbit the Sun in 
roughly circular orbits that lie in the same plane, called the 
____________________________ (____________________________ is an exception 
to this; it has an elliptical orbit that is tilted over 17° from the ecliptic).  

The ____________________________ planets (those planets that orbit close to the 
Sun) are quite different from the outer planets (those planets that orbit far from the 
Sun). The inner planets are Mercury, Venus, ____________________________, and 
Mars. They are relatively small, composed mostly of 
____________________________, and have few or no moons. The outer planets are 
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto (a dwarf planet). They are mostly huge, 
mostly ____________________________, ringed, and have many 
____________________________ (again, the exception is Pluto which is small, rocky, 
dwarf planet with one moon).  
 

• Internet. 
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Glossary 

ASTEROID 
A rocky space object that can be a few feet wide to several hundred miles wide. Most 
asteroids in our solar system orbit in a belt between Mars and Jupiter.  

ASTRONAUT 
A person who travels in space.  

ASTRONOMER 
Scientist who observes and studies planets, stars, and galaxies.  

ATMOSPHERE 
All the gases which surround a star, like our Sun, or a planet, like our Earth.  

BLACK HOLE 
An invisible object in outer space formed when a massive star collapses from its own 
gravity. A black hole has such a strong pull of gravity that not even light can escape 
from it.  

BIG BANG THEORY 
A theory that says the Universe began with a super-powerful explosion.  

COLLISION 
A crash or forceful joining together.  

COMET 
A big ball of dirty ice and snow in outer space.  

COSMONAUT 
An astronaut from the former Soviet Union or present day Russia.  

ELLIPTICAL 
Shaped like an egg that has ends which are equal.  
 
GALAXY 
A giant collection of gas, dust, and millions or billions of stars.  

GAS 
A form of matter which is not a liquid or a solid. A gas will spread out to fill up all of 
the space that is open to it.  

GRAVITY 
The invisible force between objects that makes objects attract each other.  

LIGHT YEAR 
The distance light can travel in one year, which is 9,500,000,000,000 kilometers.  

METEOR 
An object from space that becomes glowing hot when it passes into Earth's atmosphere.  
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METEORITE 
A piece of stone or metal from space that falls to Earth's surface.  

METEOROID 
A piece of stone or metal that travels in outer space.  

NASA 
The National Aeronautics and Space Administration which is in charge of all space 
programs for the United States.  
 
ORBIT 
The path followed by an object in space as it goes around another object; to travel 
around another object in a single path.  
 
SATELLITE 
An object that moves around a larger object. There are natural satellites such as moons 
and there are man-made satellites such as the Hubble Space Telescope.  

SUPERNOVA 
An explosion of a star that causes the star to shine millions of times brighter than usual.  

TELESCOPE 
A device which creates a larger image of a far away object.  

UNIVERSE 
The huge space which contains all of the matter and energy in existence.  


